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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98, information 
relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. The accompanying Form PTO- 
1449 provides a listing of documents that may be relevant to the subject application. 

It is requested that the Examiner fully consider the art cited in the accompanying Form 
1449, initial the left-most column of the form adjacent each cited reference, and return a copy for 
Applicants' records. It is further requested that the art be cited on the cover of any patent issuing 
from the subject application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. §1.8a) 

I hereby certify that I have reasonable basis to expect and beheve that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 1 450. ^ 

February 8. 2005 A/^^^tt^A^ 

Date of Deposit ''Cynthia B. Pacheco 
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In accordance with § 1.98(d), copies of some or all of the references listed on- the attached 
Form PTC)-1449 are not enclosed herewith because they were previously cited by or submitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office in one or more of the prior U.S. Applications: U.S. 
Application No. 09/900,801, filed on July 6, 2001, issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,699,205; U.S. 
Application No. 09/366,360, filed on August 3, 1999, issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,260,458; U.S. 
Application No. 09/285,329, filed April 2, 1999, issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,356,782; and U.S. 
Application No. 08/858,389, filed May 19, 1997, issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,228,055. 

Accordingly, Applicants will provide duplicate copies in respect of the present case only 
if the Examiner so desires. 

Also, Applicants are attaching hereto a copy of the international search reports. 

This IDS is believed to be timely in that it is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1 .97(b), 
that is before the mailing of a first Office action after filing a request for continued examination 
under § 1.114. Thus, no fee is required. 

No item contained in this IDS was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this statement 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that more material information 
does not exist or that an exhaustive search of the relevant art has been made. Nor does this 
statement constitute an admission by Applicants or Applicants' agent that the information 
provided herein is necessarily prior art to Applicants' invention. Moreover, Applicants reserve 
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the right to estabhsh the patentability of the claimed invention over any of the listed documents 
should they be applied there-against as references. Please charge any deficiency or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2862. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 
O'MELVENY & MYERS LLP 



Dated: 



O'Melveny & Myers llp 
114 Pacifica, Suite 100 
Irvine, CA 92618-3315 
(949) 737-2900 



By. 



Diane K. Wong 
Reg. No. 54,550 ^ 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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6. 
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7. 


us-4,425,908 
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us-4,61 1,594 
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01/1987 
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03/1987 
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17. 
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Horowitz 
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03/1995 
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21. 


us4,838,280 


06/1989 
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22. 
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07/1989 


Yamamoto 






23. 


us-4,907,589 


03/1990 
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24. 


us4,909,250 


03/1990 


Smith 






25. 


us-5,030,201 


07/1991 


Palestrant 






26. 


us-5, 100,423 


03/1992 


Fearnot 






27. 


us-5,102415 


04/1992 


Guenther, et al. 
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us-5,1 08,421 


04/1992 


Fowler 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infomiation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the town, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



IR1:1062309.3 



American LegalNet Inc. 
www.USCour1Forms.coni 




PTO/SB/08a (08-03 ) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651 -0031 
U.S. Patent and Tradenfiark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

n..P,n^....1nr.nn.r,n,,^.nnn.n.n,«.nn l ,^.,n>n..ln...rmnn, l n.«l l nn ,, n l ^ 



Complete if Known 



forfomi 1449A/PTO 



Application Nunfiber 



RMATION DISCLOSURE 
ATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



(Use as many sheets as necessary) 
I of 16 



Examiner Name 



09/996,878 



November 30, 2001 



FULTON 



3736 



Szmal 



\^ Sheet I 2 



Attorney Docket Number 



032.290-008 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
/\pplicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^""™"' 




29. 
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